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Welcome to the fifth Missionary Parish
Conference in the Netherlands: a two-day
anniversary edition that offers an opportunity
to meet people and to be inspired on the
road to becoming more missionary parishes!

The past few years have seen a
worldwide missionary movement
within the Church. Parishes have had
hopeful experiences; people have been
touched by the Holy Spirit. New people
are getting to know Jesus Christ. Yet
parishes also encounter obstacles. It

is not always easy to make missionary
choices, to truly work together and to
give space to the Holy Spirit. So come
to this conference, to be immersed in a
missionary culture for two days! Even
if you are unsure about ‘setting sail’,

(Matteus 28, 19-20)
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“Gaat dus en maakt alle volkeren tot mijn leerlingen
en doopt hen in de naam van de Vader en de Zoon

en de heilige Geest en leert hun te onderhouden

M alles wat Ik u bevolen heb. Ziet, Ik ben met u alle
dagen tot aan de voleinding der wereld.”

you are very welcome! Our Protestant
brothers and sisters are also warmly
invited. We want to learn together
what it means to be more missionary,
wherever you and your parish stand in
this process.

Come to De Basiliek in
Veenendaal on 12 and

13 March and experience
it for yourself!
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“Put out into the deep water and let down
your nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4)

After a night of toiling, Jesus challenges his future disciples

to set out once more and cast their nets again. This requires

them to let go of their own tried-and-tested methods in
order to obey Jesus’ command. This step of faith proves
to be worthwhile: their nets are overflowing!

This is the challenge that many parishes are facing today: do we dare to take a
chance and set sail into the deep? What is holding us back? And what comes
after; how do we persevere?

The conference will offer ample opportunity to explore these themes in depth -
through lectures, various seminars, personal testimonies, and the informal
meetings with fellow participants.

Fr. James Mallon

We are delighted to welcome

Fr. James Mallon back to the
Netherlands. This Canadian priest
became known as the author of
the book Divine Renovation:
from maintenance to
mission. In it, he describes
how they made the
transition to become

a missionary parish in

his parish in Hallifax. The
principles described in the book
resonated worldwide.

Fr. James is closely involved in the
international ministry of Divine
Renovation and he is a sought-after
speaker on the themes of parish
renewal and evangelization.
The topics of his lectures
are taken from the Gospel

reading from Luke 5:

‘We have toiled all night’,
‘At your word | will cast
out my nets’ and ‘Do not be
afraid, from now on you will
catch men’.

Sr. Theresa Anne Knuth OP

On Thursday evening, she will speak
on the theme “Lord, depart from me,
for | am a sinful person” - Where

: do | stand in my relationship
with Christ? Where does the
Lord invite me to deeper
conversion and change?
How do | deal with my own
brokenness, also in relation
to the parish?

Sr. Theresa Anne is a sister of the
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia,
originally from Nashville,
Tennessee. The apostolic goal
of the sisters is to inspire
children, young people

and their families to get

to know Jesus Christ and
the redeeming truth of the
Gospel. Sr. Theresa Anne has
a master’s degree in theology

and is involved in various forms

of catechesis for children and adults
within (and outside of) parishes.




